NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

Arts And Literary Journal

Organized By:
Agraj Seva Kendra
NBT India Day Committee
North Brunswick Township High School
nbtindia.org




SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM

NORTH BRUNSWICK

We cordially invite everyone to the
3" NBT Science Symposium
to be held on

Sunday, May 6, 2018

North Brunswick Township High School
98 Raider Rd, North Brunswick, NJ-08902

Please visit our website:
WWWw.nbtscientists.org
Contact: sciencenbt@gmail.com

Presented by: NBT Science Symposium Committee (A Service Project of Agraj Seva Kendra)
in Association with North Brunswick Board of Education and Department of Parks, Recreation
& Community Services, North Brunswick
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NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the
NBT India Independence Day Celebrations on Aug 19",
2017, to commemorate India’s 71* Independence Day.
With the support of North Brunswick Board of
Education, North Brunswick Township High School, the
local businesses and the volunteers, we are able to
celebrate this event today. This small event has
matured since its inception and all participants take
pride in making this event memorable. The mission of
this event is to provide a platform for the youth to
develop leadership skills while volunteering in team
roles and showcasing their talents, as well as guiding
younger children along a similar path.

The theme chosen for this year is “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam.” Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a Sanskrit
phrase found in ancient Hindu texts such as the
Upanishad, which means "World is one family." It’s an
appropriate theme because given the wars and the
acts of terrorism going on in the modern day world, it’s
very important to spread the message of unity and
harmony across the world. Once a person rises above
regional differences, and thinks at a global level,
he/she can see that the whole world is ONE in many
ways. It’s just a matter of one’s outlook. Whether it is
language, cultural, religious or culinary habits, we need
to look for attributes that tie us together, instead of
separating us based on differences.

As a part of this event, we conducted competitions to
promote awareness of the theme among the youth.
The competitions included essay writing, artwork and

Gangadhara Rao Vakkalagadda Ph.D

public speaking. Apart from these competitions, children
of all ages from the community have trained within the
last 6-7 weeks to present various cultural items .

The executive committee and volunteers have helped put
this event together to encourage the children of North
Brunswick and the neighboring areas. Each youth and
adult volunteer has contributed time beyond his/her
means to make this event a great success. | admire their
dedication and the enthusiasm to keep the cultural roots
alive in the community. | am very happy to represent the
executive committee for this event knowing that each
member has worked hard to represent India, its culture,
and its values.

My special thanks to Mr. Pete Clark, the Principal of
North Brunswick High School, who has inspired the
community to come together and celebrate this event.

Lastly, | would like to thank and acknowledge the work of
founders, previous committee members and volunteers
who have contributed to making this event popular.

Enjoy the celebrations!
Thank you,

Gangadhara Rao Vakkalagadda

Chairperson,

NBT India Independence Day Celebration Committee
2017




Messages

Brian Zychowski

Dear Community Members,

As Superintendent of the North Brunswick Township
Public Schools, | am grateful to the India Independence
Committee for their commitment and efforts hosting this
community function. Celebrating “WORLD IS ONE
FAMILY” will enhance the -cultural and learning
experience for all attendees. The program will illuminate
the positive societal impact of diversity while making it a
fun-filled Saturday morning.

Students from all cultures should be apprised of the timely
and timeless contributions of Mohandas Gandhi. His
vision and ideals influenced the work of Martin Luther
King and the struggles of Nelson Mandela.

Much like the significance of July 4th, 1776, the
Independence Day of India, August 15th, 1947, is a
celebration of freedom and the birth of a NEW NATION.
A nation must never forget its past as its history is the
laboratory of progress for future generations.

India's independence was the inspiration of nationalist
movements and provided a roadmap for liberation
throughout the globe. India’s struggles for decolonization
are a model for all people and must never be forgotten. It
is among the many reasons why | am grateful to the India
Independence Committee for their commitment and
efforts hosting this community function.

We, as a people of freedom with global connections, need
more Gandhi’s amongst us and more days of celebration
representative of the ideals of India’s Independence Day.

Sincerely,
Brian Zychowski Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools
North Brunswick Township Public Schools

Pete Clark

WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
PETE CLARK
NORTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP HIGH
SCHOOL

It is my honor and privilege to welcome all our
guests who are attending this year’s “World is
One Family” event to commemorate India
Independence Day on August 19, 2017, at North
Brunswick Township High School.

The North Brunswick Township High School
Community is a very proud participant joining
the NBT India Independence Day Celebration
Committee, to be part of this event to reflect the
diversity of our school and community to
celebrate India’s Independence in 1947.

I want to congratulate the NBT India
Independence Day Celebration Committee for
inviting all our students to reflect their heritage. |
am also very proud of the NBTHS students for
their participation to showcase their cultural
talents.

“Enjoy this Special Day and Special Event!”
Respectfully,

Pete Clark
NBTHS Administration

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017] &%\




Govinda Rajan

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

On behalf of Agraj Seva Kendra and on
my own behalf, | congratulate NBT India
Independence Day Committee  for
bringing out this India Independence Day
event together with the theme “The World
is One Family”

Scores of volunteers spent hundreds of
hours to create and present this event.
This event gives a chance to the students
of Indian Origin to learn about their rich
Indian culture and to learn about diversity,
besides giving them a wonderful
opportunity to teamwork and lead.

I thank the Township of North Brunswick
and the Board of Education of North
Brunswick School District for their
encouragement and support. | thank Pete
Clark and the North Brunswick Township
High School for partnering and making
this event a success.

Sincerely

Govinda Rajan
CEO
Agraj Seva Kendra

Messages

Rotary

Dear Shri. Govinda Rajan and the NBT India Day
Executive Committee,

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Plainsboro-North & South
Brunswick it is my pleasure to extend our greetings to ‘NBT
India Executive Committe’ on the occasion of the India
Independence day.

It gives me immense pleasure to learn that the students of North
Brunswick are being provided volunteering opportunities along
with those for cultural awareness and those that highlight the
importance of community integration.

I congratulate Agraj Seva Kendra, an invaluable organization
for such dedicated community service and charitable projects.
We are happy to offer our support this year as well for your
laudable cause.

We at the Rotary Club of Plainsboro-North & South Brunswick
share with you the goal of community service with a selfless
attitude. As you know, Rotary is in the service of humanity
and communities all over the world.

Recently we have completed several projects such as Stop the
Hunger project, Knitting with Love by donating hand knitted
hats to cancer patients, Fundraising for Military/Veterans,
Donation of food items to local township food pantries,
support to Suma Foods for the annual “Ganesh Visarjan”
and helping Home Front by building the play ground. We
also support a community based Interact Club in North
Brunswick township.

On the international front, we supported “Amma Nanna
Anadhasram” in India and “River Blindness” project in
Africa.

We sincerely wish the event and your organization success
in this and future projects.

Sincerely,

K. Svdbsrani
. ROTARY:

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

(Sudharani Kankanala) President

Rotary Club of Plainsboro, North and South Brunswick
P.O. Box. 171, Kendall Park, New Jersey 08824
www.plainsbororotary.org



http://www.plainsbororotary.org/

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017 EVENT

Program

*  Welcome Address — By Gangadhara Vakkalagadda

* Pledge of Allegiance — Aruhi Vakkalagadda

* Flag Hoisting Ceremony

« Jana Gana Mana (Indian National Anthem) — Led by Blisse Vakkalagadda

« Star Spangled Banner (American National Anthem) — Aparna Ramani and
Anusha Vakkalagadda

* Vande Mataram (National Song of India) — Led by Blisse Vakkalagadda

* “Ganesh Pancharatnam” — By Chinmayi Nrithyalaya School

» Guest Speakers

« “East Meets West” — Middle & High School Dance Participants

* “Folk Beats” — Elementary School Dance Participants

« Awards Presentation — Sponsored by Rotary Club of PN&SB

« “Classical Indian Dance Presentation” — By BharataKalakshetra

* Speech — By Jessica McNaulty

* “Celebrations” - Adults Dance Participants

*  “One World”- Fashion Show

*  “Hum Honge Kaam Yaab/We Shall Overcome” — Led by Blisse Vakkalagadda

» Vote of Thanks — By Surendar Revuri

Masters of Ceremony: Aparna Ramani and Riya Patel

EXHIBITS
Art and Poster Display - NBT India Day Participants

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY



PROGRAM DETAILS

! Pledge of Allegiance

I I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
“& America, and to the republic for which it stands, one

_. nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
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for all.

Led By: Aruhi Vakkalagadda

Flag Hoisting Ceremony

India proudly became a free, democratic nation on
August 15, 1947.The freedom movement led by
Gandhi, based on the principles of “Ahimsa” and
“Satyagraha”, has inspired many people across the
globe to bring about change in their own country.

The National Flag of India or the “tiranga”, the “tri-
colored” represents India, the world’s largest
democracy, and is hoisted to honor the country. The
color saffron represents renunciation in action, the
white in the center represents purity of thought, and
green represents prosperity and our close connection
with the earth that sustains us. The Dharma Chakra
represents the Wheel of Dharma and is a reminder that
it is our duty to commit to right actions in life.

Jana Gana Mana - National Anthem of India

The Indian National Anthem *“Jana Gana Mana” was
written and composed by the Noble Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore. The poet asks Vidhata, The
Creator, to bless his country, his fellow countrymen and
most of all benedictions for a bright future for his
country. He evokes in us a pride for the States and
regions, the magnificent mountains and rivers that form
the majestic land of Bharat and the people of Bharat
who sing the glory of their Creator.

May my country’s future rise high and may she always
bask in victory captures the crescendo - Jai Ho! Jai Ho!
Jai Ho!

Chorus Led by: Blisse VVakkalagadda

Star-Spangled Banner

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last
gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous
fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly
streaming?

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still
there.

Oh, say does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

By: Aparna Ramani and Anusha Vakkalagadda

Vande Mataram - National Song of India
Vande Mataram, the National Song of India is a poem
from the famed novel Anandamath written by the poet
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1882.

Mother India is described in all her glory in this
beautiful poem written in Sanskrit and Bengali. The
beautiful rivers, plentiful fruit orchards, the cool breeze,
the rich harvest, all inspire the poet to sing praises of
his motherland. “I bow to you Mother,” says the poet
humbly as he bursts into a melodious song, his heart
filled with wonder, pride and joy as he describes his
country.

Chorus Led by: Blisse Vakkalagadda

“Ganesha Pancharatnam” - Classical

Indian Dance (Kuchipudi) Presentation

The first item of the day is a traditional invocation of
Lord Ganesha titled ‘Ganesha Pancharatnam.” It is a set
of shlokas in praise of Lord Ganesha, composed by
Jagadguru Sri Adi Sankaracharya. The dancers portray
the various aspects of Lord Vinayaka as the son of
Goddess Parvati. The elephant-faced God is the one
who always delights the hearts of the devotees. The
killer of demons, the protector of the Gods,
the salvation giver to the disciples, son of Lord Shiva is
praised by the dancers.

The song is set to Ragam Ragamalika and Talam
Tisragati

Participants: Siri Dommata, Saanvi Kunisetty
Teacher: Sridevi Mungara (Chinmayi Nrityalaya)

“East Meets West” Dance by Middle & High
School Students

A Bollywood dance performed to a medley of songs.
India Wale — We are proud to be Indian. We just need a
place in one others’ heart as we fight together.

Cold Water — This song is about taking care of your
friends. No matter how difficult the circumstances, you
must always stand by your friend.

Wakka Wakka (This time for Africa) — Song of 2010
FIFA world cup, held in South Africa. This event
brought the world together through soccer and
Shakira’s song and united people all over the world.



Adult Mentor: Blisse Vakkalagadda
Youth Leaders: Riya Patel, Suhani Seth, Meghana
Arza , Rhea Thakur, Abhishree Kaushik, Aniska Jain.

Participants: Abhishree Kaushik, Aniska Jain , Ishani
Patel, Meghana Arza, Ojal Khubchandani, Rhea
Thakur, Riya Patel, Shaili Likhar, Suhani Seth.

“Nagada Sang Dhol” Dance by Elementary
and Middle School Participants

A Bollywood dance performed to a folk song from the
state of Gujarat, India. This is a song on Shabari, an
ardent devotee of Lord Rama. She was so devoted that
she would taste the berries to check for sweetness
before offering them to Lord Rama. Even though this
act of hers was wrong, the wise Lord saw devotion in
her eyes and blessed her for good acts. Shabari, who is
eagerly waiting for the arrival of Lord Rama at her hut,
starts singing to express her joy and happiness on
seeing Lord Rama.

Adult Mentor: Blisse Vakkalagadda
Youth Leaders: Aruhi Vakkalagadda and Anusha
Vakkalagadda

Participants: Anish Bokka, Vaibhav Chari, Saanvi
Kunisetty, Sriteja Malladi, Sunidhi Mitikiri, Eva Patel,
Jia Patel, Haley Rutkowski, Ojas Shrivastava, Anusha
Vakkalagadda, Aruhi Vakkalagadda.

Academic (Art, Essay, Civics Poster and
Public Speaking) Awards

Awards presentation for the Art, Essay, Civics Poster
and Public speaking competitions conducted as a part of
NBT India Day celebrations, sponsored by Rotary Club
of Plainsboro, North and South Brunswick. RCOPN &
SB is actively involved in projects at local, national and
international level.

Classical Indian Dance (Bharat Natyam)
Presentation

Students will present two performances - a traditional
Bharatnatyam piece and a “Classical Fusion” of Tishra
(in 3 beats) Alarippu. The Alarippu (meaning flowering
bud) is traditionally the first dance piece that
Bharatanatyam dancers learn and perform. Today, this
will be performed to Beethoven’s classic “Fur Elise.”

Participants: Shravanti Bhaskar, Sriya Ghankot, .
Srinidhi Kesavan, Aruhi Vakkalagadda =
Teacher: Anuradha Renganathan (BharataKalakshetra) G

T

oy
I~
o
~

“Celebrations” Adult Dance

Giddha is the most popular folk dance in the Punjab
region of India and Pakistan. This dance is performed
only by women, usually at festive or social events.
Giddha usually has a narrative that the dancers enact
and sometimes deal with contemporary domestic issues.
The dance has spread across the globe and places such
as London, Edmonton, Los Angeles, San Francisco and
Vancouver, are no strangers to this exciting and
mesmerizing dance.

Adult Mentor: Naina Raina

Participants: Meera Chari, Ambika Kaushik, Srivani
Mitikiri, Vina Patel, Naina Raina, Indu Shrivastava,
Blisse Vakkalagadda.

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

“One World” Fashion Show

As a celebration of the program theme “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” meaning “the world is one family,”
participants come together to showcase diverse cultures
(in the form of costumes, songs and dances) from USA,
India, Russia, China and Spain.

Adult Mentor: Naina Raina
Youth Leaders: Ajitia Nair and Hansika Madesh

Participants: Varun Chari, Saanvi Kunisetty, Hansika
Madesh, Pramod Mitikiri, Adhya Mukunda, Ajita Nair,
Eva Patel, Jia Patel, Ojas Shrivastava, Anusha
Vakkalagadda, Aruhi Vakkalagadda.

“Hum Honge Kaam Yaab” Chorus

This song is the Hindi version of the famous English
song 'We shall Overcome' -- a song with origins in
early 1900s in America. It became quite famous there
during the civil rights movement in the 1960s.

Chorus Led by: Blisse Vakkalagadda

Vote of Thanks
Vote of Thanks by Surendar Revuri




NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017

National Anthem of India

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jayahe
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha-
Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga
Tavashubhaname jage
Tava shubha ashish maange
Gahe tava jaya-gatha
Jana-gana-mangala-dayakajayahe
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata
Jayahe,jayahe,jayahe
Jayajayajaya,jayahe!

Meaning:
Thou art the rulers of the minds of all people,

dispenser of India’s destiny.
Thy name rouses the hearts of
Punjab, Sind, Gujarat and Maratha,
Of the Dravida and Orissa and Bengal;

It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and
Himalayas, mingles in the music of Yamuna
and Ganga and is chanted by the waves of the
Indian Sea.

They pray for thy blessings and sing thy praise.
The saving of all people waits in thy hand,
thou dispenser of India’s destiny,
Victory, victory, victory to thee.

Vande Mataram

Vande mataram
Sujalam suphalam
Malayajasttalam
Shasya Syamalam
Mataram
Vande mataram
Shubhra jyotsna
Pulakita yaminim
Phulla kusumita
Drumadala$obhinim
Suhasinim
Sumadhura bhamimim
Sukhadam varadam
Mataram

Meaning:
Mother, I salute thee!

Rich with thy hurrying streams,
bright with orchard gleams,
Cool with thy winds of delight,
Dark fields waving Mother of might,
Mother free.

Glory of moonlight dreams,
Ower thy branches and lordly streams,
Clad in thy blossoming trees,
Mother, giver of ease
Laughing low and sweet!
Mother I Riss thy feet,
Speaker sweet and low!
Mother, to thee I salute.

Hum Honge Kaam Yab / We Shall Overcome

Hum honge Raamyaab, hum honge Rgamyaab, hum honge Raamyaab ek din
Ho ho mann mein hai viswaas, poora hai viswaas, hum honge Rgamyaab ek din

We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome someday
Oty deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome some day

Hoogee shaanthee chaaro aur, hoogee shaanthee chaaro aur, hoogee shaanthee chaaro aur ek din
Ho ho mann mein hai vishwaas, pura hai vishwaas, hoogee shaanthee chaaro aur ek din

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace, we shall live in peace some day
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall overcome some day

Hum chulengey saath saath, daaley haathon mein haath, hum chulengey saath saath, ek din
Ho ho mann mein hai vishwaas, pura hai vishwaas, hum chulengey saath saath, ek din

We'll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk hand in hand, we [l walk hand in hand some day
Of: deep in my heart, I do believe, we’ll walk hand in hand some day

Hum honge Raamyaab, hum honge Raamyaab, hum honge Raamyaab ek din
Ho ho mann mein hai viswaas, poora hai viswaas, hum honge Rgamyaab ek din




NBT India Day Executive Committee 2017 _

Gangadhara Vakkalagadda Surendar Revuri Hemal Dhavalikar
Chairperson Co-Chairperson Co-Chairperson
(Fundraising)
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Blisse Vakkalagadda
Cultural Program
Coordinator

Govinda Rajan Sudharani Kankanala
Treasurer Volunteer Coordinator

Rohini Singh Mona Patel

Volunteer/Decorations
Coordinator

Academics Coordinator

If tolerance, respect and equity permeate family life, they will translate into values that shape societies, nations and the
world. — Kofi Annan




NBT India Independence Day Participants 2017

Youth Leaders

Abhishree Kaushik Ajita Nair Anishka Jain Anudeep Revuri
Choreography- High Fashion Show Choreography- High Website/Journal
School Dances School Dances

Anusha Vakkalagadda Aparna Ramani Aruhi Vakkalagadda Ashwin Gokhale
Choreography- Elemetary Emcee & Program Choreography- Elemetary Competitions
School Dances Coordinator School Dances

Hansika Madesh Rhea Thakur iy [Patie] Vedant lyer

Fashion Show Choreography- High Choreography- High Competitions
School Dances School Dances & Emcee

For non-violent person, the whole world is one family. He will fear none, nor will other fear him.
---- Mahatma Gandbhi




NBT India Independence Day Participants 2017

Participants

Aaditya Kaushik Aanya Malhotra

Arya Utture Eva Patel Haley Rutkowski

Adhya Mukunda

Isha Shrivastava
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Navya Malhotra Ojas Shrivastava

Ram Mukunda Saanvi Kunisetty Shaili Likhar

Pooja Menon

Sprihaa Singh

Anish Bokka

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ishani Patel

Pramod Mitikri

Sriteja Malladi



NBT India Independence Day Participants 2017

Sunidhi Mitikiri Tania Ommer Tanvi Sehgal Vaibhav Chari Varun Chari

Adult Participants

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ambika Kaushik

Srivani Mitikiri Naina Raina Indu Shrivastava

SINCERE THANKS TO ALL WHO ARE NOT PHOTOGRAPHED
HERE BUT CONTRIBUTED TO THIS EVENT

Special thanks to Velumani and Shashi for their support

"The love of one's country is a splendid thing. But why should love stop at the border." -Pablo
Casals




Chinmayi Nrithyalaya
(Smt. Sridevi Mungara)

Sridevi Mungara started learning Kuchipudi dance
at an young age of 7. She continued her learning for
over 15 years under the able guidance of Padmasri Dr.
Sobha Naidu. She has performed in numerous cities
across India and USA. She has also given Kuchipudi
education lecture demonstrations for SPIC-MACAY in
the USA and at CCRT, Hyderabad, India. She is also a
recipient of the prestigious National Cultural Talent
Scholarship, India. She has a Master’s degree in
performing arts with a specialization in Kuchipudi
from the Central University, Hyderabad. With a strong
desire to spread the Indian classical art form, she has
been teaching for over 20 years and her students
performed in various events and forums. Currently she
teaches at her institute Chinmayi Nrithyalaya in
Hyderabad and in US (New Jersey).

C)Ainma,yi %ﬂiféya/a&ga

K uchipudi Dance Classess

by Natya Visarada sm:. Sridevi Mungara
with Over 20 Years Experience &

Senior disciple of Padmasri Smt. Dr. Shobha Naidu

Clasess on Yoga & Kuchipudi
Jor Adults & children above
5 Years.

Contact:

Sridevi Mungara
(MA in Dance from Central University)

o 609751 7851

-.-'*sridevi_mungara@yahoo.com ~ -
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"Classes starting in multiple locations"




BharataKalakshetra school of fine arts
(Smt. Anuradha Renganathan)

Anuradha began learning Bharatanatyam at the age of 4, under the
tutelage of Smt.Madhavi Chandrasekar (Alumni of Kalakshetra & Dr.
Padma Subramaniyam). Her first love of dance continued well into
her teens and she decided to pursue it full time. She did her advanced
level training at KALAKSHETRA, Chennai under the able guidance
of pioneers such as Smt. Pushpa Shankar, Prof. A.Janardhanan, Smt.
Krishnaveni Lakshmanan, Smt. Vijayalakshmi Krishnaswamy, Shri
Sheejith Krishna, and Shri Mohanan. She also learnt Nattuvangam
(Rendering dance cymbals) from Smt. Kamalarani (First lady
Nattuvanar) & Shri Sheejith Krishna, Kalakshetra.

Receiving her Post graduation in Bharatanatyam, She performed all
over India and Srilanka for numerous dance festivals. Anuradha
continued teaching at Kalakshetra for 2 years. After marriage, she
moved to New Jersey, where she started her
school BharataKalakshetra school of fine arts in 2006,which has been
named in fond memory of the amphitheater in her Alma mater
(Kalakshetra, Chennai, India) where she discovered the artist in
herself. Anuradha continues to impart this knowledge to the younger
generations in United states with consistent effort and dedication
through her school.
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Stome & Tile Distributors

502 (formerly 475) Jersey Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08901
Tel: (732) 937 5400 Fax: (732) 937 6969 www.cosmicstone.com

Wholesale distributors of:
Slabs & Tiles: Tiles:

Granite, Marble, Onyx Polished Porcelain & Glazed Porcelain
Glass & Jade Ceramic & Concrete

Limestone, Travertine & Quarizite Limestone & Travertine

Silestone Engineered Stone

Also avgilable are stone, glass & porcelain mosaics, chaimails. bullnose and medallions!




World is One Family Awards

Awards Sponsored by Rotary Club of PN&SB “ Gl

®

Essay Competition

Category
Grade 3 and Under Ojas Shrivastava

ik

I Grades 4-6 Gowri Bajagur
Grades 7-9 Isha Shrivastava
Grades 10-12

2D-Art Competition

Grade 3 and Under Ojas Shrivastava Nidhi Mitikiri

Grades 7-9 Anishka Jain Ishani Patel

Grades 10-12 Abhite] Bokka I AT

3D-Art Competition

Category Partcipants
Grade 3 and Under Ojas Shrivastava

Riya Patel
Gracles 7-9 Isha Shrivastava
Public Speaking Competition

Category Partcipants
Grade 3 and Under Ojas Shrivastava
Ishani Patel
Grades 7-9 Isha Shrivastava

Grades 10-12 Pramod Mitikiri
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Civics Poster Competition

Category Partcipant

Grades 7-9 Ishani Patel




%Varun Chari, Category Grades 10-12

.
il - 0\ many countries are in the world? 50? 60? 100?
The UN currently recognizes approximately 205
nation-states. So many peoples, demographics,
cultures, and religions. The notion that there are 7.5
billion of us seems unfathomable.

On the surface, it’s quite easy to divide us, create
barriers. Throughout history, practically every form
of difference has been used to fuel discrimination.
This cruelty is ripe in India’s memory, where the
British oppressed millions not so long ago. It
might’ve seemed impossible to break free, but now
India is a thriving country of over a billion, a
thriving democracy.

NBT INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY 2017

We find a similar story in the gay rights movement.
Homosexuality has been long documented, since
before the time of the Greeks. But gay marriage was
only legalized in the U.S. in 2016. Even today,
members of the LGBT community encounter hate in
most of the world.

These situations might seem completely different.
One nation fighting for freedom and self-
government. Another minority, fighting for self-
expression and acceptance. But how did these
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Abhitej Bokka, Category Grades 10-12

il

Literature

groups achieve their victories? Through love and
family. Minority groups aren’t always in a position
to speak out and seed change. Then, the main goal is
to show the out group that we are all one people, and
one family. India had powerful freedom fighters,
most notably Gandhi. But they had to show the
British the pain they felt for generations. Likewise,
it was straight mothers, father, siblings, friends, and
coworkers who could no longer stand and watch
those close to them suffer from LGBT stigma.

It’s up to us, all of us, to realize it’s our similarities
that matter. We all live, love, laugh, and are part of
the same family. It’s only when we acknowledge
this that we can push for change.

Gowri Bajagur, Category Grades 4-6



ESSAY

Isha Shrivastava, Category Grades 7-9

What is a family? A family is a group of people who
share similar goals, values, and ideas, so doesn’t that
make our world a family? We freely give out
kindness, positivity, and motivation. Furthermore,
we are supposed to flourish and grow, hand in hand.

When you consider the world as your family, you
find it in yourself to care for others. You accept and
love others as brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers.
Therefore, you become more open-minded and
thoughtful about things in your life. For instance, the
concept “Vasudheva Kutumbakam” also known as
“The World is a family” is influential in Hindu
literature, and consequently, India is presently quite
open to unfamiliar styles and cultures.

As a family, you inspire others and make them
better people. For example, new development in one
country affects other countries. Some places may
think of this as a competition and strive to become
better. Meanwhile, different countries will take this
as a chance to improve. Whatever the case may be,
everyone is benefitting from this. Similarly, to
include the ‘family concept’, children learn from
their parents’ and siblings’ mistakes and
achievements. In summary, we’re unintentionally
making Earth a better place just by working
together.

When people do all the things above - helping,
caring, supporting, loving, accepting, and sharing
with others — there are less problems in the world.
Additionally, this Universe is our home, and all who
are living in it belong to one family. Moreover, it’s
our nature to be kind, passionate, and to accept
people. As humans we would be more successful if
we lived as a unified, strong family.

We are all one family in the world. Building a
community that empowers everyone to attain
their full potential through each of us
respecting each other’s dignity, rights and
responsibilities makes the world a better place
to live.

--- Pope John Paul 11
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Anishka Jain, Category Grades 7-9

Ojas Shrivastava, Category Grades K-3

What’s the point of Vasudeva Kutumbikam?
The point is having peace and respect. And to do
that is to say good things. And how do you have the
whole world your family? You should use words
instead of weapons. That’s how you can have peace
and respect or else they will be more mean and you
will have a lesser chance of having the world a
family. Like each raindrop is important to a flower
to be unique in a human way thats! How your family
can be wunique and that’s how Vasudeva
Kutumbikam works and if you want to have the
whole world a family that is one of the ways that
you can succeed in the future. And you can have a
smart brain and can finish and can help in a lot of
other things.
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Gowri Bajagur, Category Grades 4-7

From the ancient times, the message from
India, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The world is one
family) and its tolerance is well known in the world.
A classic example which demonstrates this concept
happened during World War Il. Several countries
came together as one to stop the cruel campaign of
Germany and Japan.

When Hitler invaded Poland, the Polish
people were in great danger so 500 Polish women
and 200 Polish children were put on a ship to save
them from the Germans. They sailed across many
countries where they weren’t allowed to port and
enter, when finally, the ship reached India and came
to Bombay.

The British governor didn’t allow them to
port there but when Maharaja of Jamnagar
*”Jamsaheb Digvijay Singh”*heard about this, he
became very worried so he allowed them to port at
his kingdom.

He gave them shelter, food and free
education to the children. He was fondly called
“Bapu” by them. 9 years later (which is how long
World War 11 lasted) the Polish refugees returned to
their country. One of the refugee children later
became Prime Minister of Poland.

To thanks India for the massive amount of
help they’ve given to Poland, roads and schools in
Warsaw (Poland’s capital) were names after
Jamsaheb Digvijay Singh. Also, many articles were
about him.

As you can see, this incident is a great way
to describe the concept “The World is one family”.
If the whole entire world comes together as 1 single
family, and help each other, then we can overcome
all of our hurtles and prosper greatly, which will
restore peace in the world.

Ojas Shrivastava, Category Grades K-3

To whom the love dwells, the whole world is
one family.
--- Buddha




North Brunswick

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY

\ Foundation 0f Excellence

North Brunswick Foundation for
Educational/Community Excellence

A Non-profit Organization Supporting a Stronger North Brunswick.

www.NBTExcellence.org

Email: NBTedfoundation@gmail.com

#NBTExcellence
#NBTStrong

Tax ID: 821952720 North Brunswick Foundation for

Educational/Community Excellence
1590 Van Buren Rd. North Brunswick, NJ 089502



http://www.nbtexcellence.org/
mailto:NBTedfoundation@gmail.com
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, WE DO EUROPEAN CARS.
WE SELL TIRES

1965 RT1, NEXT TO VERIZON WIRELESS STORE.
NORTH BRUNSWICK, N] 08902

SCHEDULE MAINTENANCE CHEAPER THAN DEALER GUARANTEED!!

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON?
CUSTOM EXHAUST » ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSE » A/C-HEATING
WHEEL ALIGHNMENT » TIMING BELTS * WATER PUMP
BRAKES » SUSPENSION = OIL CHANGE

732-821-7100
EMISSION REPAIR APPOINTMENTS WELCOME

STATE INSPECTION midasnorthbrunswick@hotmail.com




SWIM LESSONS

BRITISH SWIM SCHOOL
CENTRAL JERSEY

OPERATING INSIDE LA FITNESS
NORTH BRUNSWICK

The British Swim School Central Jersey celebrates India Day!
We teach swim lessons and water survival skills with programs available for any age

— from 3 months to adults.
‘ . ' Call for complete details and class availability.

PLEASE CALL US OR VISIT OUR PAGE AT

BRI’I‘ISH 609-910-5141

SWIM SCHOOL BritishSwimSchool.com/CentralJersey

Survival of the Littlest

British Swim School is independently owned and operated. Not affiliated with LA Fitness.

Franchise opportunities available. Contact us for more information.



ILLINOIS

PATEL BROTHERS

2610 W. DEVON AVENUE
CHICAGO, IL 60659

T 773.262.7777

F: 773.262.7914
devon@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

2410 ARMY TRAIL ROAD
HANOVER PARK, IL 60133

T: 630.213.2222

F: 630.213.2259
hanoverpark@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

830 WEST GOLF ROAD
SCHAUMBURG, IL 60194
T: 847.519.3200

F: 847.519.3483

INDIANA
PATEL BROTHERS
4150 LAFAYETTE RD, SUITE F&G
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46254

T: 317.293.8345

F: 317.293.8395
indianapolis@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

6302 E. 82ND STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46250
T: 317.578.2400

KENTUCKY

PATEL BROTHERS

1850 S. HURSTBOURNE PKWY
SUITE# 134, LOUISVILLE, KY 40220
T: 502.499.9791

F: 502.499.9216
louisville@patelbros.com

GEORGIA -

PATEL BROTHERS

1709 CHURCH STREET, SUITE #F
DECATUR, GA 30033

T: 404.296.2696

F: 404.296.2698
decatur@patelbros.com

NORTH CAROLINA

PATEL BROTHERS

802 E. CHATHAM STREET
CARY, NC 27511
T:919.380.0113

F: 919.467.8222
cary@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

10701 CENTRUM PARKWAY
PINEVILLE, NC 28134

T: 704.540.2013

F: 704.540.2012
pineville@patelbros.com

TENNESSEE
PATEL BROTHERS
4043 NOLENSVILLE PIKE
NASHVILLE, TN 37211

T: 615.833.1555

F: 615.833.1556
nashville@patelbros.com

OHIO -

PATEL BROTHERS

6876 PEARL ROAD
MIDDLEBURG HTS. OH 44130
T: 440.885.4440

F: 440.885.4441
middleburg@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

11985 LEBANON ROAD
SHARONVILLE, OH 45241
T: 513.769.0400

F: 513.769.0415
sharonville@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

6600 SAW MILL ROAD
COLUMBUS, OH 43235

T: 614.792.8484

F: 614.792.9595
columbus@patelbros.com

MICHIGAN

PATEL BROTHERS

28684 FORD ROAD
GARDEN CITY, M1 48135

T: 734.427.4445

F: 734.427.4985
gardencity@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

28950 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48334
T: 248.851.7470

F: 248.851.6427
farmingtonhills@patelbors.com

PATEL BROTHERS

3426 WASHTENAW AVE.
ANN ARBOR, MI 48104

T: 734.971.1207
annarbor@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

5055 ROCHESTER ROAD
TROY, MI 48084
C:734.674.0333

T: 586.795.5120
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TEXAS I
PATEL BROTHERS

5815 HILLCROFT

HOUSTON, TX 77036

T: 713.784.8332

F: 713.784.8341
houston@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

16338 KENSINGTON DR. UNIT#130
SUGAR LAND, TX 77479

T: 281.980.1181

F: 281.980.1210
sugarland@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

1009 W. ROCHELLE ROAD
IRVING, TX 75062

T: 972.570.2504

F: 972.570.3033
irving@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

6205 COIT ROAD, SUITE 201
PLANO, TX 75024

T: 972.398.1166

F: 972.398.1155
plano@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS
8151WALTON BLVD.
MACARTHUR MARKET PLACE,
IRVING, TX 75063

T: 972.570.2504

CONNECTICUT

PATEL FOODS

171 E. SPENCER STREET
MANCHESTER, CT 06040
T: 860.645.6100

F: 860.643.9322

PATEL BROTHERS

330 CONNECTICUT AVE.
NORWALK, CT 06854

T: 203-939-1777

F: 203-939-1776
norwalk@patelbros.com

MISSISSIPPI I

PATEL CASH & CARRY

6800 W. OLD CANTON ROAD
SUITE 102

RIDGELAND, MS 39157

T: 601.952.0332

F: 601.952.0032

PATEL BROTHERS

1999 HWY 80 WEST, SUITE 15
JACKSON, MS 39204

T: 601.353.6611

FLORIDA
PATEL BROTHERS
1251 E. FOWLER AVE, UNIT F,
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33612

T: 813.558.9090

F: 813.558.9696
tampa@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

1750 WEST SAND LAKE RD.
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32809
T: 407.816.0070

F: 407.816.0067
orlando@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

3428 NORTH UNIVERSITY DR.
SUNRISE, FLORIDA 33351

T: 954-742-3004

F: 954-742-3005
sunrise@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS9551
BAYMEADOWS ROAD,
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256
T: 904-800-2235

F: 904-240-0718
Jjacksonville@patelbros.com

MARYLAND I

PATEL BROTHERS

6504 BALTIMORE NATIONAL
PIKE CATONSVILLE

MD 21228

T: 410.719.2822

F: 410.719.2821
baltimore@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

15110 FREDERICK ROAD
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850
T: 301.340.8656

F: 301.898.8959

PATEL BROTHERS

2074 UNIVERSITY BLVD
HYATTSVILLE, MD 20783
T: 301.422.1555

F: 301.422.1555

VIRGINIA |

PATEL BROTHERS
11116 LEE HIGHWAY
FAIRFAX, VA 22030
T: 703.273.7400

CALIFORNIA

PATEL BROTHERS

2039 EL CAMINO REAL
SANTA CLARA, CA 95050
T: 408.261.3555

F: 408.261.3545
santaclara@patelbros.com

PENNSYLVANIA .

PATEL BROTHERS

4145 WILLIAM PENN HWY
MONROEVILLE, PA 15146

T: 412.372.2758

F: 412.372.2793
monroeville@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

1915 STREET ROAD
BENSALEM, PA 19020

T: 215.447.8154

F: 215.447.8138
bensalem@patelbros.com

NEW YORK T

PATEL BROTHERS

37-27, 74 STREET

JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY 11372
T: 718.898.3445

F: 718.898.9243
jacksonheights@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

415 SOUTH BROADWAY
HICKSVILLE, NY 11801

T: 516.681.0091

F: 516.681.0072
hicksville@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

42-92 MAIN STREET,
FLUSHING, NY 11355

T: 718.661.1112

F: 718.661.2076
flushing@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

251-08 HILLSIDE AVENUE
BELLEROSE, NY 11426

T: 718.470.1356

F: 718.470.0209
bellerose@patelbros.com

MASSACHUSETTS "

PATEL BROTHERS

425 - MOODY STREET
WALTHAM, MA 02453

T: 781.893.1003

F: 781.893.2203
waltham@patelbors.com

PATEL BROTHERS

504, BOSTON TURNPIKE
SHREWSBURY, MA 01545

T: 508.842.9600

F: 508.842.9630
shrewsbury@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS
1190 S. Washington Street
North Attleboro. MA 02760

NEW JERSEY .

PATEL BROTHERS

1555 OAKTREE ROAD
ISELIN, NJ 08830

T: 732.205.0187/88

F: 732.205.0397
edison@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

785 NEWARK AVENUE,
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07306

T: 201.222.7572

F: 201.222.1019
jerseycity@patelbros.com

PATEL FOOD MARKET
1357 OAKTREE ROAD
ISELIN, NJ 08830
T: 732.283.7283
F: 732.283.4950

PATEL BROTHERS

2800 RT 27,

NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ 08902
T: 732.821.0667

F: 732.821.7232
nbrunswick@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS
1084-1088, RT 46 WEST,
PARSIPPANY, NJ 07054

T: 973.299.9913

F: 973.299.9915
parsippany@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

8 OLD ROAD,

SOUTH AMBOY, NJ 08879
T: 732.525.1890

F: 732.525.1894
oldbridge@patelbros.com

PATEL BROTHERS

72 PRINCETON HIGHSTOWN RD.
EAST WINDSOR, NJ 08520

T: 609.336.7744
eastwindsor@patelbros.com

CANADA -

PATEL BROTHERS

700 MARKHAM ROAD

UNIT #3&4, SCARBOROUGH
ONTARIO, M1H, CANADA

T: 416.439.9393

F: 416.438.6446

PATEL BROTHERS

45 WOODBINE DOWNS BLVD.
ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO
M9W 6N5, CANADA

T: 416-213-9394

F: 416-213-9396

PATEL BROTHERS

169 DUNDAS STREET EAST.
UNIT #1

MISSISSAUGA, ON. L5A 1W8
T: 905.232.3955

F: 905.232.3966

PATEL BROTHERS

8814 THE GORE ROAD,
BRAMPTON, ON L6P OB1
PH: 905 794 5372
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